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THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS:
AN ADVENT CALENDAR OF HOPE

Trinity Wall Street offers an online Christmas countdown at www.trinitywallstreet.org 
New York, November 11, 2008 – Advent is a season of expectation and hope as Christians around the globe anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  In that spirit, Trinity Wall Street has created an original online Advent calendar that reveals a new message of hope every day during Advent.  Beginning November 30, 2008 and running through December 25, 2008, The Light Shines in the Darkness:  An Advent Calendar of Hope uses music, video, photography, scripture, poetry, and more to show how everyday people are finding hope in unexpected places.  Listen as a father uses song and photographs to tell how he finds hope in a morning commute with his young daughter; learn why one unique senior citizen finds hope in Star Trek; and how an inmate at Sing Sing has found direction, faith, and, most importantly, hope behind the bars of a maximum security prison. The calendar can be viewed at www.trinitywallstreet.org/advent.
In addition, Trinity Wall Street is making its Advent Calendar of Hope available for syndication at no cost to churches and other religious organizations who are interested in adding special holiday content to their websites.  The calendar has been designed to live independently on participating sites without linking back to the Trinity website.  
“Since the custom of formally counting down the days before Christmas began about 150 years ago, Advent calendars have evolved from markings on the ground, to hanging religious pictures on walls, to chocolate-filled calendars,” said the Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper, Rector of Trinity Wall Street.  “Today, web technology allows Trinity Wall Street to connect people to people through our virtual Advent calendar and share the hope, joy, and awe of the birth of Jesus.”
The Advent Calendar began in the nineteenth century as a Protestant tradition in Germany.  Families started counting down the 24 days before Christmas by making a chalk line on the floor or door every day.  Other ways of marking the passage of time until the celebration of Christmas was to light a new candle or hang a miniature religious picture on the wall each day.  In the twentieth century, the tradition of the printed Advent calendar began.  The printed calendar became more interactive, with little doors or flaps on each compartment that, when opened, revealed an inspiring image or even a chocolate, making it a favorite of children.  
To find The Light Shines in the Darkness: An Advent Calendar of Hope, clink on the link at www.trinitywallstreet.org.  
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Trinity Wall Street

Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697.  Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $72 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; John Heuss House, a twenty-four hour drop-in shelter; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 
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