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ALL OUR CHILDREN SUPPORTS EPISCOPAL PARISHES IN DEVELOPING COMMUNITY-BASED EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 
Join the Informational Conference Call on
Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 12:00 pm (EST)

New York, NY – September 4, 2009 –  All Our Children fosters partnerships between churches, communities, and local public schools to strengthen public education for young people in need.  Sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of New York and Trinity Wall Street, the initiative provides support for tutoring, music and arts enrichment, and more through volunteering, advocacy, and funding,  In addition to fostering one-on-one civic relationships between churches and schools, All Our Children also supports systematic, broad-based efforts in education reform.  This past July, the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies meeting during the 76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, adopted a resolution which encourages all Episcopalians to give 40 hours in service to schools, each parish to form a public school partnership, and the national Church to advocate for equitable schools.  

Kicking off national support for the All Our Children initiative, Trinity Wall Street will be conducting an informational conference call on Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 12:00 pm (EST).  For parishes recognizing an educational need in their community, the All Our Children model can demonstrate how to become a vital support in raising the next generation of leaders.  The session will include information about how the program works, how to initiate a school partnership, and success stories from pilot programs in the Diocese of New York.
To RSVP, get instructions for joining the call, or tell us about your program, please email

allourchildren@trinitywallstreet.org or call 212.602.0710.
About All Our Children
The pilot program of All Our Children (AOC) began in 2008, with nine churches partnering with schools in their communities to make a difference.  Grace Church in Nyack, NY teamed with Nyack Middle Schools to provide a C.I.R.C.U.S-arts program (Confidence, Imagination, Respect, Cooperation, Understanding and Success) that focuses on helping each student understand their own learning style.  Misión San Juan 










(more…) 
Bautista in the South Bronx is offering two support programs dealing with gang violence
and social justice work offering students a safe haven away from street life and teaches participants alternatives to violence and conflict resolution.  Other pilot partnerships include St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery, Christ Church Bronxville, Grace Church Monroe, Grace Church West Farm, St. Ann’s Church South Bronx, St. John’s Monticello, and Trinity Wall Street.
At the grassroots level, AOC has supported school-parish partnerships in the New York area where congregations and parishioners are asked to commit 40 hours over one year in a volunteer capacity working directly with local school districts to tailor an educational and/or support program to fit the needs of the students in the community.  Through advocacy and funding, AOC also supports systematic, broad-based efforts in education reform.

Trinity Wall Street helps support AOC efforts through funding and participation. The Trinity community is actively engaged as volunteers in AOC.  Thirty members of Trinity’s congregation and staff now regularly help in schools in Lower Manhattan, tutoring high school students for state graduation exams and reading to elementary-age young people.  To date, Trinity has provided over $400,000 in grants for AOC systemic programs including $60,000 to Learning Leaders to help expand parish-school partnerships in New York City Public Schools, $60,000 to the Urban Youth Collaborative to help build a city-wide coalition organizing for stronger middle schools, and $50,000 to Common Cents to continue policy work impacting young people’s service-learning experience within New York public schools.  Trinity has also provided $24,000 to the Episcopal Urban Caucus as part of the AOC grassroots program for three New York City Episcopal congregations to develop relationships with local public schools, with a model that can be replicated in other urban areas.

***

ABOUT THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK

The Diocese of New York is a community of over 200 congregations encompassing Manhattan, the Bronx, and Staten Island in New York City, and the counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester. 

ABOUT TRINITY WALL STREET
Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $72 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly and disabled; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 
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