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Trinity Wall Street Presents the New York Debut of 
Marian McPartland’s Symphonic Composition 
A Portrait of Rachel Carson
Richard Auldon Clark Conducts the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra 
A Free Concert at Trinity Church and Live on the Web 
Thursday, January 22, 2009

New York, January 15, 2009—Trinity Wall Street presents the New York premiere of legendary jazz ambassador Marian McPartland’s symphonic tribute to Rachel Carson on Thursday, January 22, 2009, as part of Trinity Institute’s 2009 conference Radical Abundance: The Theology of Sustainability.  A Portrait of Rachel Carson is McPartland’s first symphonic composition which she performs during a celebratory year that includes her 90th birthday and the 30th anniversary of National Public Radio's Marian McPartland's Piano Jazz.  The performance will also feature the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra under the direction of Richard Auldon Clark.  The concert begins at 8pm, and is free and open to the public.  In addition, the show can be viewed live and on-demand at trinitywallstreet.org. 

McPartland composed A Portrait of Rachel Carson at the age of 89 in honor of the influential and ground-breaking environmentalist and author of Silent Spring, which helped launch the modern conservation movement. Long an admirer of Carson's book and a staunch environmentalist, McPartland penned the tribute and collaborated with renowned jazz and film pianist/arranger Alan Broadbent, who sculpted the orchestrations around McPartland's piano based compositions. 

Carson's great-nephew, Roger Christie, who was later adopted by Carson after his mother and grandmother passed away, attended premiere performance in November 2008 in South Carolina. "In terms of what she would have thought about Marian writing this piece in honor of her," Christie says of Carson, "I expect she would be very flattered."

Piano Jazz, the Peabody-award winning broadcast is heard by more than a quarter million listeners on NPR each week. McPartland's encyclopedic knowledge of the jazz repertoire, warm, witty rapport, and her ability to adapt on the fly to the many styles and personalities of her over 500 guests has made this educational, entertaining, and sublimely musical program the longest running jazz program on NPR.  In addition to continuing her weekly Piano Jazz programs, McPartland's latest studio recording for Concord Records, Twilight World, features her regular Piano Jazz trio of bassist Gary Mazzaroppi and drummer Glenn Davis. 
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ABOUT TRINITY WALL STREET
Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697.  Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $72 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; John Heuss House, a twenty-four hour drop-in shelter; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 

ABOUT TRINITY INSTITUTE

Trinity Institute is a continuing education program founded in 1967 as an outreach of Trinity Wall Street, an Episcopal parish, to equip clergy and laypersons for imaginative and catalytic leadership.  The conference presents emerging and inclusive theological perspectives and engages participants in inquiry, dialogue, and reflection.  Theological reflection groups are assembled both onsite and at partner sites and provide opportunities to arrive at a deeper understanding of the presentations through peer learning, reflect on how to integrate conference themes with life and work, and build community with colleagues.  Participants from all faith traditions are welcomed. 
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