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The Rev. Dr. Robert Ray Parks Dies

Trinity Wall Street’s 15th Rector (1972-1987)

Established St. Margaret’s House in Lower Manhattan to Provide Subsidized Housing for Seniors and the Disabled 
October 20, 2009, New York, NY—The Rev. Dr. Robert Ray Parks, 15th rector of the Parish of Trinity Church on Wall Street, died on Sunday, October 18, before the 10am service at All Saints Church in New York City.  He was 91 years old.  

His family and friends, former parishioners, and a large number of ordained men and women whom he encouraged to enter the ministry, are remembering him as a humble man who both helmed one of the world’s wealthiest parishes in Trinity Wall Street, and as a plain-spoken evangelical priest with a deep concern for the elderly and problems facing urban American communities.
Dr. Parks’ served as rector of Trinity Church from 1972-1987, during a period of both diminishment and growth for the parish.  At the start of his tenure, Trinity was still known as the “mother church” of the Episcopal Church, building and nurturing chapels in New York City as needed over the centuries.  As part of his mandate to implement changes in the corporate structure of the parish, in 1976 Trinity divested itself of the chapels of St. Luke’s, St. Augustine, and Intercession.      

Dr. Parks’ interest in a ministry to the elderly was put into action at Trinity with the construction in 1982 of St. Margaret’s House, a 22-story, 250-unit residence for the elderly and handicapped on Pearl and Fulton Streets in Lower Manhattan.  Built with a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development loan, St. Margaret’s represented a significant step forward in the development of quality subsidized housing for America’s aging.  It is focused around the concept of “congregate” communal residency and today is widely seen as a model for other organizations.  
Dr. Parks’ leadership established the Trinity Grants Program, a multi-million dollar philanthropy that has provided more than $80 million throughout New York City and the world to improve the quality of people’s lives, for more than 40 years.  He was also instrumental in furthering the development of Trinity Church Cemetery & Mausoleum at 155th Street and Broadway, which continues to be the only active cemetery in Manhattan and the resting place of John J. Audubon and Clement Clark Moore, among others, and the anticipated resting place of Edward I. Koch.  

In addition, Dr. Parks opened a new parish hall and enhanced the parish’s communications capacity with the installation of a television studio. Furthering his interest in the church providing educational opportunities for the culture at large, the Trinity Preschool and Nursery was opened, which continues to serve children and families in Lower Manhattan. 
Dr. Parks was born in Ty Ty, Georgia, in 1918, and grew up in a devout Methodist family that made a practice of tithing – a long-running theme of his ministry – and prayed before every meal. The decision to enter the ordained ministry came during a period of convalescence. Dr. Parks, a Navy pilot during World War II, crash-landed his plane near Lake City, Florida, and suffered serious spine injuries. As the New York Times reported after his Trinity installation, doctors gave up hope of full recovery, and Parks turned to prayer and was healed. He told the reporter, “It was about a direct a personal religious experience as a person can have.”
Prior to becoming the rector of Trinity, Dr. Parks was the Dean of St. John’s Cathedral in Jacksonville, from 1960 to 1971, where he was instrumental in building church-sponsored, low-income housing and hospital facilities for the elderly. He revived the cathedral as a house of worship, co-founded the Jacksonville Episcopal School, and established the Cathedral Health and Rehabilitation Center, at the time the only rehabilitation hospital in Northern Florida.  Dr. Parks also served as rector of St. Paul’s By-the-Sea in Jacksonville and St. Paul’s in Quincy, Florida.
Dr. Parks graduated from the University of Florida and received a Bachelor of Divinity from the University of the South School of Theology in Sewannee, Tennessee and a Doctorate of Divinity from Trinity College.   He is survived by his wife, the former Nancy Lamar Bostick, of New York; his sons Benjamin of Summit, NJ and John of Briarcliff Manor, NY; and four grandchildren.  

# # # 

Trinity Wall Street
Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $72 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly and disabled; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 
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