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TRINITY AWARDS SPIRITUAL FORMATION GRANTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG ADULT SERVICE PROGRAMS
“Raising a generation of leaders” in the areas of urban ministry, organic farming, feeding and housing the homeless, community redevelopment, and education
October 26, 2009, New York, NY - - Trinity Wall Street has awarded grants to organizations within the Episcopal Church to launch five new year-long programs in which young adults live together in spiritual community and perform full-time service.  The selected organizations will develop service programs within the areas of urban ministry, organic farming, feeding and homeless programs, community redevelopment, and education.  The five awardees, each receiving a seed grant of $25,000, include Abundant Table Farm Project (California State University at Channel Islands and a local family farm), Beloved Community Residential Internship (Diocese of Louisiana), Episcopal Charities and Community Services (Chicago, IL), St. Hilda’s House (Christ Church, New Haven and Berkeley Divinity School at Yale), The Young Adult Urban Internship Program (Diocese of Newark). 
Spiritual formation and development in the Episcopal Church has been an area of focus for Trinity Grants since 1994.  Beginning in 2009, the church sought to invest in service initiatives that focused on raising a generation of leaders in the church and the world for spiritual transformation.  Criterion Ventures was commissioned to produce a white paper, “Inspired Lives,” which outlined the current state of the field, identified best practices and highlighted opportunities for growth.  In March 2009, Trinity hosted a consultation on the topic of young adult service and formation programs convening leaders and thinkers in this field.  A request for proposals resulted in more than 20 inquiries from across the United States and other parts of the world.  
According to the Rev. Canon James G. Callaway, deputy for faith formation and Anglican partnerships, “Scripture and tradition teach that social transformation becomes possible when tools for change are embodied within the practices of young leaders and the communities that nurture them.  Trinity Wall Street has made a commitment to raising a generation of leaders through its Spiritual Formation grants.”
Sarah Bagge, a young adult intern from the Abundant Table Farming Project (ATFP) in Camarillo, CA notes, “To me, churches are communities of re-orientation where we teach each other that better ways of life are possible.  The ATFP is one such community, a space to connect spirituality, justice, working the earth, and our local community in a creative response to the disconnection of our generation.”

Recipients of the 2009 “Year 0” grants include the following:

The Abundant Table Farm Project is collaboration between the campus ministry at California State University at Channel Islands and a local family farm. Interns will be responsible for the entire farm process: from ground-breaking to harvest to sale. An organic farming initiative, the project will connect local food bank and supplier to food pantries.  Interns will live in intentional community at the farm and will also connect with the local campus ministry community.
Beloved Community Residential Internship, a program to be launched by the Diocese of Louisiana, will place up to 12 young adults to perform direct service and organize the work of traveling volunteers. Participants will live in community, sharing a rule of life, and contribute in local community and parish life. Rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans and the Gulf Coast in 2005, the diocese has institutionalized the reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts in the form of Episcopal Community Services (ECS).  ECS will work in partnership with the new residential community.
The Episcopal Charities and Community Services (ECCS), located in Chicago, IL, will launch a year-long residential program consisting of six to eight young adults.  Boasting a fifty year record of sustainability and development, ECCS currently operates twelve partner agencies in the Diocese of Chicago that includes feeding programs, mental health initiatives, homeless shelters, and a K-8 school. Interns in the program will live in intentional community and work in the ECCS partner sites.

St. Hilda’s House, a program to be jointly launched by Christ Church, New Haven and Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, will function as a post-seminary residency program to support new leaders in training for urban ministry. While seminary graduates would be a major focus, applications from college graduates without seminary experience will be accepted as well.  Worksite placements include a mix of direct service initiatives and programs serving youth at-risk. Berkeley will make available the resources of its Annand Program for Spiritual Formation as well as other Yale resources.

The Young Adult Urban Internship Program, launched by the Diocese of Newark, seeks to connect young adults with the local redevelopment of the Clinton Hill neighborhood. Participants will work with the Episcopal Community Development and local service agencies in full-time service while living in intentional community with residents of the Clinton Hill neighborhood.

###
Trinity Wall Street
Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $80 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 

For more information about Trinity Wall Street, go to www.trinitywallstreet.org.
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