
TRINITY GRANTS REDEFINES FUNDING GUIDELINES TO STRENGTHEN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION IN AFRICA 

New funding initiatives meet needs of African parishes while complementing Trinity’s strategic goals to strengthen the Church and raise the next generation of leaders.
February 3, 2010; New York, NY – The Trinity Grants Program, which has provided more than $80 million in funding since its inception in 1972, has announced new guidelines for determining funding parameters within the Anglican Communion in Africa.  These guidelines are the result of four consultations held across the continent of Africa between November 2008 and June 2009 and reflect the work of seventy African bishops who came together to identify funding areas that would support local challenges such as HIV/AIDS, famine, economic deprivation, and weak civic institutions, as well as nurture connections with Anglican provinces, dioceses, and local leaders.
As a result of these consultations in Zambia, Ghana, Tanzania, and Burundi four areas of funding have been identified and include Leadership and Contextual Education, Microfinance and Vocational Training, Peace Building and Reconciliation, and Financial Sustainability and Stewardship.  The funding guidelines within these areas of focus will support programs that encourage leadership, economic sustainability, and social stability.

“We have learned with our partners that relationships are more important than resources alone. The African consultations provided an opportunity for all of us to listen to each other,” said the Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper, rector of Trinity Wall Street.  “Participating bishops were able to share their experiences and development challenges which in turn helped us to develop funding initiatives that meet their direct needs.  We believe that these new funding areas will not only strengthen the Church within but help create an environment where the next generation of leaders can grow, learn and thrive.”

 “Through funding in these areas, the Trinity Grants Program seeks to support the Anglican Communion in Africa to be self-sustaining, engaged in deeply mutual partnerships and acting for and with the next generation as agents of change in local communities,” said the Rev. Canon James G. Callaway, deputy for Anglican partnership and faith formation at Trinity Wall Street.  

Grants will be awarded for up to two years, except in the case of conferences.  Special consideration will be given to programs that involve young people and future leaders in planning and implementation.  Proposals must be received at least three months prior to a Grants Board meeting.

Funding Areas

Leadership and Contextual Education
Developing strong local leaders among lay, clergy, and bishops who are organizing their communities for transformational change through Leadership/Community Organizing training, Theological Education by Extension (TEE), and Program Management training.
Microfinance and Vocational Training: Microfinance & Vocational Training 

Improving the next generation’s quality of life through microfinance and vocational training for women and young people. All grants in this area will be matched with local expertise to provide technical assistance.
Peace Building and Reconciliation
Supporting the integral role of the Church and the next generation in building community and promoting reconciliation in countries experiencing or emerging from conflict. The Grants Program will also support prophetic voices for peace in situations of serious social or political instability.
Financial Sustainability and Stewardship
Strengthening the Church’s financial resources for mission through investments and stewardship. A detailed program description and criteria for eligibility for this funding emphasis are being developed by a working group of bishops from across the Continent. Their recommendations will be published in April, 2011, at which time the Grants Program will begin accepting proposals in this area.
About the Trinity Grants Program

Trinity Wall Street is one of America’s oldest philanthropies and makes grants within five key areas: raising a generation of leaders in metropolitan New York; strengthening the Church in the Global South; supporting spiritual formation and development in the Episcopal Church USA; connecting telecommunications within the Anglican Communion; and strengthening Anglican global partnerships. 

About Trinity Wall Street 

Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $80 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly and disabled; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 
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