 
TRINITY CHOIR TO TRAVEL TO MOSCOW WITH MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP
Golden Mask Theatre Festival 

March 24 and 25, 2010
New York, NY, March 17, 2010—The Trinity Choir has been invited by the Mark Morris Dance Group to provide the music for a performance of Henry Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas as part of the Golden Mask Theater Festival in Moscow.  Mark Morris is known for using live music at every performance of his company.  After attending several Trinity Choir concerts conducted by Jane Glover, Morris contacted Trinity about the possibility of the choir working with the Dance Group.  The performance is scheduled for March 24 and 25, 2010 at the Kolobov Novaya Opera Theatre of Moscow, Russia.

“This is a tremendous honor to perform with the renowned Mark Morris Dance Group,” said the Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee, vicar of Trinity Wall Street, who will be traveling with the Choir on the trip. “The Trinity Choir sang Dido and Aeneas in its entirety as part of their concert season several years ago. The difference, of course, is that for these performances, the choir will be in the orchestra pit.” 
Dido and Aeneas is an opera in three acts, based on Virgil's Aeneid, and recounts the love story of Dido, Queen of Carthage, and the Trojan hero, Aeneas, and her despair at his abandonment.  The Trinity Choir first performed Dido and Aeneas in 2004, under the direction of J. Owen Burdick, as part of the New York Early Music Festival.  The Choir is currently under the direction of Steven Fox, acting director of music.
About the Trinity Choir

The Trinity Choir is the premier ensemble of the music and arts program at Trinity Wall Street and one of New York City’s most acclaimed professional vocal ensembles.  The Choir leads the liturgical music during Sunday services, performs in concerts throughout the year, has made world-class recordings for the NAXOS label, and has worked collaboratively with filmmaker Paolo Cherchi Usai and the Mark Morris Dance Group.  Experts in the Renaissance, Baroque and Classical periods, the Choir’s repertoire also includes Baltic choral music, works by Brahms, Britten, Bruckner, Stravinsky, and contemporary composers.  The Choir is currently under the direction of Steven Fox who was appointed acting director of music in 2009.  
About Trinity Wall Street 

Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $80 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan.  For more information, visit trinitywallstreet.org.
About The Mark Morris Dance Group

The Mark Morris Dance Group was formed in 1980 and gave its first concert that year

in New York City. The company’s touring schedule steadily expanded to include cities

both in the U.S. and in Europe, and in 1986 it made its first national television program

for the PBS series Dance in America. In 1988, MMDG was invited to become the

national dance company of Belgium, and spent three years in residence at the Théâtre

Royal de la Monnaie in Brussels. The company returned to the United States in 1991 as

one of the world’s leading dance companies, performing across the U.S. and at major

international festivals.
Based in Brooklyn, NY, the company has maintained and strengthened its ties to several

cities around the world, most notably its West Coast home, Cal Performances in

Berkeley, CA, and its Midwest home, the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts at the

University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, IL. MMDG also appears regularly in New

York City, NY; Boston, MA; Fairfax, VA; and, Seattle, WA. MMDG made its debut at the

Mostly Mozart Festival in 2002 and at the Tanglewood Music Festival in 2003 and has

since been invited to both festivals annually. The company’s London seasons have

garnered two Laurence Olivier Awards.
MMDG is noted for its commitment to live music, a feature of every performance on its

full international touring schedule since 1996. MMDG collaborates with leading

orchestras, opera companies, and musicians including cellist Yo-Yo Ma in the Emmy

Award-winning film Falling Down Stairs (1997); Indian composer Zakir Hussain, Mr. Ma

and jazz pianist Ethan Iverson in Kolam (2002); The Bad Plus in Violet Cavern (2004);

pianists Emanuel Ax, Garrick Ohlsson and Yoko Nozaki for Mozart Dances (2006); and

with the English National Opera in Four Saints in Three Acts (2000) and King Arthur

(2006), among others. MMDG’s film and television projects also include Dido and

Aeneas, The Hard Nut, and two documentaries for the U.K.’s South Bank Show.

In the fall of 2001, MMDG opened the Mark Morris Dance Center in Brooklyn, NY,

housing rehearsal space for the dance community, outreach programs for local children,

as well as a school offering dance classes to students of all ages. For more information,

visit www.mmdg.org.
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