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Germany’s ‘Jeremiah’:
The Life, Times and Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
A Talk with Music and Dramatic Reading

On Sunday, April 11, 2010 from 2-4 PM, in commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the martyrdom of Dietrich Bonhoeffer at the hands of the Nazi regime in Germany, Trinity Church will host an in-depth program that will examine this extraordinary man of faith.  Mr. Bonhoeffer’s moral and ethical stand against the injustices and brutality of Hitler and the Nazis earned him, among many scholars and religious leaders, the name of “Germany’s Jeremiah.”
Dr. Clifford J. Green, a well-known Bonhoeffer expert, will provide an overview of Bonhoeffer’s life and theology.  Excerpts will be read from For Conduct and Innocents, a drama in verse loosely based on the years 1940-43 leading up to Bonhoeffer’s arrest, written by Trinity parishioner and vestryman J. Chester Johnson.  Trinity organist Robert Ridgell will discuss the words of Bonhoeffer that have become part of The Hymnal of 1982 and other books of music.  Excerpts from Bonhoeffer’s writings, including Letters and Papers from Prison, The Cost of Discipleship, and Ethics, will also be read during the program.

For more information, contact Anne Damassa at admassa@trinitywallstreet.org or 212-602-0706.

WHAT: 
The Life, Times and Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer:  A Talk with Music and a Dramatic Reading
This in-depth program that explores the life of the German clergyman and theologian who plotted to assassinate Adolf Hitler, on the 65th anniversary of his execution.
WHEN: 
Sunday, April 11, 2010; 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
WHERE:
Trinity Church (Broadway at Wall Street)
COST:
FREE

INFO:
Contact Anne Damassa at adamassa@trinitywallstreet.org or 212-602-0706
ABOUT DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

Bonhoeffer was born into an upper middle class German family in 1906. He received a doctorate from the University of Berlin and served a German parish in Barcelona before attending Union Theological Seminary in New York. 
Bonhoeffer’s writings trace the evolution of his theologically-based resistance to the Third Reich. He was the first theologian to address the role of the Church in Nazi Germany, concluding that the Church was obligated to object politically to persecution, to help the victims of injustice, and to take all steps necessary to end this persecution. 

By 1940, Bonhoeffer was a member of the resistance, working to build foreign support for a German plot to overthrow Hitler. As a result of these activities, he was arrested in April 1943, and in July 1944 he was implicated in a plot to assassinate Hitler. He was executed on April 9, 1944. 

ABOUT TRINITY WALL STREET
Located at the head of Wall Street, Trinity Church has been part of New York City’s and our nation’s history since its charter in 1697. Today, the organization has grown to include many important areas of focus and is collectively known as Trinity Wall Street.  Most importantly, Trinity Wall Street is an Episcopal parish offering daily worship services and faith formation programs at Trinity Church, St. Paul’s Chapel, and online at trinitywallstreet.org.  In addition, Trinity Wall Street includes Trinity Grants, providing $72 million in funding to 85 countries since 1972; St. Margaret’s House, providing subsidized housing to the elderly and disabled; Trinity Preschool; Trinity Institute, an annual theological conference; an extensive arts program presenting more than 100 concerts each year through Concerts @ One, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Choristers; and Trinity Real Estate, which manages the parish’s six million square feet of commercial real estate in lower Manhattan. 
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